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We were
featured
in the Spring
issue of

ModernDog
Magazine!
Scroll down to
read the full
article.
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Melissa and Bo 3
H'_?nnon with Twinkle:

When two dog-lovers met their match in each other, the stars aligned,
not just for them, but for all the dogs they would go on to save

By Jen Reeder

t’s practically an urban legend to meet the gitl or guy of your
Idreams in a bar, get married and live happily ever after. But
Bo and Melissa Hannon, founders of Peace and Paws Dog

Rescue in New Hampshire, are proof that it can happen.

Melissa was teaching elementary school in Arizona when a
group of teachers pressured her to go out with them one Friday
night, and she relented. Bo was studying to become a motorcycle
mechanic when he and a few biker buddies decided to go to the
same bar. He spotted her across the room and sent her a drink.

“It had been so long since I had actually been to a bar and
been sent a drink that [ didn’t know what to do,” Melissa said.
“The teachers were like, ‘Thank him personally!” So that’s kind
of how it started.”

Bo and Melissa went for a motorcycle ride the next day and
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dated for almost two years before moving together to New
Hampshire, where they married in 2006. They had two dogs at
the time; Sky, their Boxer mix, served as maid of honor, and
Tucson, a Shepherd/American Stafford mix, was best man.

When the newly married Hannons wanted to add to their fam-
ily by adopting another dog, they were surprised that local New
Hampshire shelters had some empty cages, and no puppies.

“I'd never lived anywhere where you could walk into a shelter
and they weren’t completely full,” Melissa said. “That is unheard
of in the rest of the country.”

A quick look on petfinder.com, a searchable database of
adoptable pets in the U.5., Canada and Mexico, turned up many
homeless dogs in the South, including a skinny white Shepherd
mix named Giddy at a high-kill shelter in Alabama. Something




